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Tuesday, February 9, 1954

In at 815 AM--lot of work--nothing much of big news--stories leaking on

hunting trip this weekend and Palm Springs--hope to get it cleared up for
Press conference--

Agriculture Dept in soup again--continued to publish "Dishwashing" pamphlet
that Tke lambasted in campaign as "worthless'"- ordered 15,000 more copies last

July--told them to lose 10,000 they still have and not to order any more--what
dopes over in Agric.

Home early--and to bed
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Thursday, February 11, 1954

Most of day spent sparring with newsmen on Georgia trip--finally announced it at
4 p.M, Conference--Pres. however wanted me to hold up until 9 AM Friday place
and time of landing--decided on Spence Air Base--40 miles north of Thomasville--
wanted to duck going into Tallahassee in order to avoidcrowds and reception--if
went into Tallahassee would have to go thru city or else



Monday, February 15, 1954

In at 8:20 leaders meeting--Knowland reported (1) Senator langer holding up
Warren confirmation for spite--insisting on FBI report (2) Postmaster nomination--
expect Dems. to try to stall so is going to press for early enactment (3) Bricker

Amendment due for vote this week--said Dems line up about 30-35 for George
amendment .

Knowland asked Pres for up-date on Indo-China, but first said that we must study
question of foreign bidding on off-shore procurement deals--worried that if bids
were going to foreign countries instead to American places where unemployment
was growing could be dangerous--Pres agreed and promised to have it studied.

On Indo-China, Pres said French wanted 25 planes and 400 technicians--got 10 and
200, with warning 200 would be out of Indo-China by June 15--military situation not
as bad as reported. Viet-Mihn dispersing forces with political attacks, and
forcing Fr. to likewise disperse--but situation fairly favorable to FR.

Leaders quotes -- Ike on being told Wayne Morse went down to Texas to attack

Lyndon Johnson as not being a liberal, "Hell, Lyndon should pay him to come
back and stay down there."

Ike, on Warren nomination - "Is Senator langer dragging his feet on this. If he
is, I'll have one of my slickers go down and see him. Damn him, he's casting
grave doubts on the integrity of one of the greatest statesmen given to the
Supreme Court in our times.

Saltonstall, on 2,200 - "It's a funny thing. I never expected to have sex
perversion as a topic of conversation at the dinner table until I came to
Washington."

Over to Atomic Energy Commission at 2 PM to see film on H-bomb--version fixed up
for possible public release--think it should be, but still too technical in spots--
lewis Strauss and I later talked abut 3/h million bucks he giving for "bath tub"
project on uranium--could revolutionize things and give small nations a "cut-in"

California visit will be screwy--release news we were going and then everybody
trying to get into act. Darrel [sic] Zanuck called to help--will use him to
check-up on reds in Hollywood

Rowley tells me Puerto Rican problem kicking up again--meeting in Chicago tonight--
SS on top and checking all the time--



Tuesday, February 16, 1954

In at 8:15--Cabinet meeting--Topics (1) unemployment (2) Schedule "C" (3) Pay
Raises (4) Health Insurance (5) Life Insurance (6) Appearances before GOP
Congressional Secretaries Club (7) Expediting Legislative Requests

(1) weeks on unemployment--new method of «+..[words illegible]...--apparently
approved by Weeks, up unemployment 700,000--darn fool to approve it without
knowing what it would show--figures leaking anyway--decision to give it out and
take it--bound to be political repercussions, with Dems. rubbing it in--Pres
said: "That's right--it would be bad to have it forced out of us"

(2) Schedule "C" -- Young reported of 1690 requested--870 approved vs. 820
disapproved--Kyes '"trouble is to knock out personnel officers"

(3) Pay raises - "$14.5 tops in classified service--not to go above Congressional
salaries at this time

Cabinet quotes - Ike on Schedule "C" - "I'm getting weary of politicians
threatening me with dire things. Get that Schedule C cleared up."

Tke on Civil Service procedures - "Once in a while you have to skin the cat
another way. Here's an example. We recently appointed a man in a lower grade
and the man at the top resigned. We wanted to get rid of him anyway."

California getting really steamed up about our trip to Palm Springs--all the cﬂb[h— ok
crackpots are calling and wiring us--asked FBI to give me list of Red ,‘Ajg?”
Hollywoodites so can spot them--leaving after press conference tomorrow-- He
take off at 3 P.M. Yt

i



Wednesday, February 17, 19%4

In at 8!'-i AM--Press Conference at 2 PM--then 1 613 for Palm Springs--take out.
at 3 P.M.--arrive, non-stop, Palm Springs at Pacific time--uneventful flight



Thursday, February 18, 1954

At Palm Springs -- Palm Springs is quite a place -- beautiful --



Friday, February 19, 195“

' --fairl
At Palm Springs -- Hoffman--...[words illegible]...party at El Mirador &

quiet day.



Saturday, February 20, 195

At Paln Springs - Pres broke cap off tooth - had it fixed at local dentist - Dr.
C.A. Purcell - AP, from Syracuse, flashed "Pres. Eisenhower died tonight of a
heart attack at Palm Springs" - someone fooling around with teletype - moved on
open state wire - caused some hell but AP killed it 2 minutes late¥ - Called
AP New York offices for explanation and to demand a full report.

Tennis Club in evening.
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Sundgv, February 21, 195

At Palm Springs - Pres to church at 9 30 - stayed at ranch rest of day - I

loafed around hotel. - Hebei-B Betty Hutton gave western party at some canyon -
good affair.

WS emecs e e e g L e 2en oyt o gimegme aainwva oy vige



Monday, February 22, 1954

At Palm Springs - fairly quiet day - Pres golfed at Tamarisk - loafed at
pool at E1 Mirador - Hotel [Biltmore?] in evening
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Tuesday, February 23, 1954

At Palm Springs - Before leaving had a flare up when Ray Scherer of NBC asked
me at pool about "attempted assassination" of Pres - on checking found 2 drunks
called at Smoke Tree in old car - SS found 22 rifle in back - arrested by Palm

Springs Police for vagrancy - gave it out immediately in order to kill wild
stories.

Left Palm Springs 8 22 P.M. and arrived Mats 7 30 AM



S /
74 i A P
k Vs fro g T fades
/7
V- ~
W /{/’)’;{/& /%f//‘ 7, VA
PRESS AND RADIO CONFERENCE a . K7ﬂ,(.5,7/3
2 95 41,////4/ 'tl&" 5 3 ) 7

AT 3.55 PM EST

Prasi MR. HAGERTY: On the schedule, 8.30, National Security Council. Then the

esldent will leave at 10.55 for the conference on Traffic Safety at the Depart-
mental Auditorium, where he will say a few words of greeting to the opening
6ession of the White House Conference of Traffic Safety.

Q. No text?

MR. HAGERTY: No. At 11.45 Congressman Leslie Arends, Dewey Short[,wand

Mr. John Blandford, Special Counsel of the House Armed Services Committee.

12.30 the Ambassador of The Netherlands, Dr. J. H. van Roijen, and the Minister

of Defense of The Netherlands, Cornelias Spaf, and the Deputy Secretary of Defense,
Roger Kyes. The Minister of Defense is making & courtesy call on the President.

Press conference at 2.15.

Departure immediately after the press conference. / )

Q. Well, three o'clock?

MR. HAGERTY: Whatever time you get finished. Between three and three-

thirty.
At the present time we can't give you the exact arrival-time. I Jjust

talked to Draper and there is going to be & lot of wind against us -- both planes
going out -- best we can estimate now is we will arrive at Palm Springs == oh,
between 9.30 and 10 say -- probably about in the middle there, some place =- I

mean between nine and ten, their time.

Q. Can we just make it 9,30 estimated, just for the sake of getting
something down, and correct it later?

MR. HAGERTY: Yes. Around 9.30.
Q. That will be 12.30 this time here.
MR, HAGERTY: Yes. And that's all I have on the schedule.

Q. Sherman Adams is spesking up in New York Thursday to some worthy
group. Will there be any text?

MR. HAGERTY: Yes.

Q. Do you know when?

MR. HAGERTY: Thursday afternoon or ---

Q. (interposing) What about the atomic message?

MR. HAGERTY: I should know in a few minutes. I would think it would be
going up tomorrow, but if you just wait until I get finished with it, I will let

you know for sure.
Q. Weit right here, or in the press room?

MR. HAGERTY: No, no. You are going to be around for a little while?

Q. Sure.

Q. What about the guest list for the dinner tonight?
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MR. HAGERTY: You got that?

I called about five minutes

MRS, GANSS: It's on its way, Mr., Hagerty.
8go and they were just about ready. It should be here by four.

MR, HAGERTY: 1It's four now. I will check again.
Q. For the record, have you been asked about rumors that the President
might go elsewhere after Palm Springs?

MR, HAGERTY: No. Where? From there?
Q. To Eniwetok.

MR. HAGERTY: No.

I heard about it coming down on the elvator in the Star, somebody

Q.
I didn't know whether

says he is going to Hawaii to confer with Syngman Rhee.
they were kidding or not.

Q. Was it the elevator man? (laughter)

Q. The hydrogen bomb test at Eniwetok.

MR. HAGERTY: I don't know == No.

Q. By what time this afternoon would you think you would know about
the atomic message?

MR, HAGERTY: Within an hour.

Q. Thank you, sir,



MR, HAGERTY'S
PRESS AND RADIO GONFERINCE
RUARY 1 ?

AT 10:37 AW BST

" MR. HAGERTY: While we are waiting for the other wires, I
aven't got a thing,

Q. Have you seen the first Robin yet -- tweet-tweet?
Q.. Quite a:turn out here this morning.
MR. HAGERTY: Yes, and I haven't got a thing, unless you

ladies and gentlemen have some questions, Cabinet meeting is now
on, and that's all I know.

Q. Say, Jim, this Message on atomic energy to be released
at eight o'clock Wednesday --

MR. HAGERTY: (interposing) Wait a minute ---
Q. (interposing) I know, but ---

MR. HAGERTY: (continuing) --- wait a minute -- I didn't say that.
said if it goes up tomorrow it will be released at eight.

Q. If it?

MR. HAGERTY: If it goes up, Yes, and as a matter of fact,
the President is going to take a look at it this afternoon, and I
would think it would be going up tomorrow all right, and if it does,
T would have it at 8:30 up there for the leaders, and at eight here,

Q. Flat Noon?

MR. HAGERTY: Yes

Q. Do you know about how long it is?

MR. HAGERTY: About four thousand.

Q. This is a hold-it-up day today.

Q. Will that be the only essage, Jim?

MR. HAGERTY: What do you mean?

Q. On that subject?

Q. On that subject?

MR. HAGERTY: No -- that is the only one I know at the present
time, Now whether -- now whether there would be any message at some

time in the future on the President's UN proposal, I can't guess at
the present time, I just don't know., This does not deal with that.,

Q. The news conference situation tomorrow, Jim, is that firm
or definite yet?

I



Mr. HAGERTY: 2:15,
Q. 2:15,
Q. 2:15,

Q. How about the take-of f time?

MR, HAGERTY:
can't pet it to you yet,
Do you know what time the

It will be after the press conference, and I

I hope to get it to you by this afternoon,
press plane is going out?

Q. T heard, Noon,

Q. The office asked me to ask if you had in mind the same

aivange photographic arrangements in California as you hat the Humphrey
place?

MR. HAGERTY: What do you mean?

0. You let us in a day aread before the President arrived,

MR. HAGERTY: No, there is no picture of the home,
0. None of the home?

MR. HAGERTY: None,

0. Not even exterior?

MR, HAGERTY: No, No, it's --- we have no control over that, but
there won't be any., They are out there today taking millions of pictures of the
press rooms and stuff like that, that's all right.

Q. Bathing beauties?

Q. Jim, what about the --- will the local reporters need any
special credentials?

MR. HAGERTY: Yes, and this is not -- T don't want to make a
story out of it ---

Q. (interposing) No, No -- just want to send a wire back out
there on it.

MR. HAGERTY: We are undoubtedly arriving there sometime tomorrow evening
and to get on the field or anything like that, they Just need their own.
credentials, Then starting the next morning, White House credentials will
go into effect, and they will have to be accredited. We vill use that
Trip of the President badge as the credentials for going in and out.

Q. Do you foresee any need for their sending names in here now?

MR. HAGERTY: Now, after the -- I would think he would -- when he
gets out there he would go directly to his home and ¥ would go on to the
hotel and give out the credentials, or the next morning,

Now one other thing, and this is just for the men thathfre going,
: i his -- when we get there, we
T wish you would help cooperate with us on t
will atyall times move, if we move any place, we will move with a wire car
and still photographers car and a newsreel car, You will have to -- we will
police it for you -- only allow one man for each outfit in those cars, and

nobody else, Now if the ~---
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Q. (interposing) There will be, just to rephrase it, the locals
can get their credentials, they will not need any White House credentials
to cover the landing.

MR. HAGERTY: No
Q. Where is the landing, at the Palm Springs airport?

MR. HAGERTY: I would assume so, I will find that out, I am
sure of that, VWhere's Dewey, tell him to come down lLere,

But they won't need any credentials there, but next morning and
on they will need the Trip of the president badge.

Q. To get in where?

MR, HAGERTY: Well, if we go -- we will have an office there -- I assume
will have some work.

Q. At the E1 Mirador you will need credentials to get in and out
of the setup there?

MR. HAGERTY: Well Yes, you will need some, but you will also need
ones if we go out there for any occasion or any place else, you will need the
White House credentials, and on the -- also that -- there is one photographer
per paper out there,

Q. You mentioned going anywhere, what about the specials going
from here would we be ---

Q. (interposing) The large Greyhound bus ---

MR. HAGERTY: (Interposing) We will have a bus,

0. Mexican press excluded?
0. And photographers? (laughter)

MR. HAGERTY: But I will be --- as soon as he gets there, I will come
back to the hotel and to the press room, and give the credentials out.

Q. Your headquarters will be at the E1 Mirador?
MR. HAGERTY: My address will be the El1 Mirador.,

Q. Do you have any dope on -- can you tell us now who is going
with him, outside of Mrs. Eisenhower?

MR, HAGERTY: Mrs. Eisenhower, and Mrs, Doud, and a small staff --
Tom Stephens, and myself, I don't know the gals yet,

Q. The doctor?
MR. HAGERTY: Yes, Major Tkach -- Walter.

Q. When would you say this one reporter and one camera man policy
would go into effect, if you went out to the ranch, something like that?

MR, HAGERTY: Yes, something like that,

Q. Anything involving coverage, P

e

MR, HAGERTY: That's right.
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Q. 1In other words, a pool?

MR, HAGERTY: No.

Q. He is just saying one from one organization,
MR. HAGERTY: One from one organization,

Q. I get you.

MR. HAGERTY: No pool,

Long: We leave here at 12:30, refuel at Denver and get out there
about an hour ahead of the other party. Check in at 12,

Q. We land at the Palm Springs airport?
Long: Yes,
Q. The regular airport?

Long: Arrive between 7:30 and eight o'clock.,

O, Is it dark out there by then?

MR. HAGERTY: It will be dark when we come in, I don't know whether
it's dark out there at 7:30 or eight.

You might put this on the wire, if you would, that the 1id closes
at one o'clock today, please,

Q. The COLUMBINE does not refuel?
MR, HAGERTY: No, we go straight through,

Q. Said something on the air that George Allen is out there and
has a home out there., Is he going to be there?

MR. HAGERTY: He has a home there, I don't know whether he
is going to be there or not,

Q. How about Vice President Nixon? I heard that he will be in
South California, Do you know one way or another?

MR. HAGERTY: Well, I talked to him this morning and he didn't
give any indication that he was.

Q. Is he still out there?
MR, HAGERTY: No, He is right here in the Cabinet room,

And we have reservations set for you at the hotel and we will
work out in the press room and it will be at the El Mirador,

Q, Black tie required, to get in the press room?
MR, HAGERTY: White jacket.
Q, White jacket and |1lack tie,

0. Is it true that the hotel was named after a cigar {laughter)



-

Mr, Hagerty: I wouldn't know.

0. I hope it doesn't smell like one.

Q. Thank you, sir,

MR. HAGERTY: That's all I have this morning,

gentlemen,



MR. HAGERTY's
PRESS AND RADIO CONFERENCE

T 21 P.M, BT

MR. HAGERTY: All I have is the schedule, 9 o'clock tomorrow
morning the Cabinet, Bedell Smith Acting Secretary of State, William
Rand Acting Director of FOA. At 12 o'clock Senators Dworshak of Idaho,
Malone of Nevada, Anderson of New Mexico and Hayden of Arizona. They
asked to come in to see the President to discuss lead and zinc mining
in their respective States, At 12:30 the President will receive a
group of overseas students, sponsored by the New York Herald Tribune.
At two o'clock Arthur Flemming, Director of ODM. He comes in for a
meeting like this about every three weeks, At 2:30 Senators Watkins
and Bennett of Utah, and Congressmen Stringfellow and Dawson. They
asked to see the President. We do not know the subject. At eight
o'clock the President and Mrs., Eisenhower will give a dinner at the
White House for the Speaker of the House., And that's all T have on ---

Q. (interposing) When is the atomic energy message expected
and how long will it' be?

MR. HAGERTY: It won't be up tomorrow. Probably be up before we
go. Trying to get it ready to send up Wednesday. I would rather not
announce that -- just for your own information, and it will run -- don't
use it, but when we know for sure -- but it will run about i thousand., I
will get it out by eight o'clock in the morning, for flat Noon release.
Put don't use that yet.

Q. No,

MR. HAGERTY: One thing I would appreciate it if the wires
men would put on the ticker, particularly here, that the list for
Palm Springs will close tomorrow at one o'clock. We have to make
consideratle reservation both on plane and hotel accommodations. The
press teadquarters and the press will be at the E1 Mirador Hotel.
Telephone number Palm Springs 20Llk.

Q. You say there would be no speeches out in California?

MR. HAGERTY: None that I know of. That is just for your
guidance. I don't know of any. That's all I have, unless you ladies
and gentlemen have some questions.

Q. Thank you,
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MR. HAGERTY'S
PRESS AND RADIO CONFERENCE
RU , 1950
AT 10:30 AM EST

) MR. HAGERTY: Several nominations == that one, I think, is self=-
explanatory, U., S. Court of Claims. Now, Mr. Laramore resides at Knox,
Indiana. He is presently Judge of the Llth Judicial Circuit Court -- it's
a State dourt.s Was elected to that office in 19LlL, re-elected 1950. Prior
to that he had served for two years as Judge protem on the court. He was
born December 22, 1906, in Hamlet, Indiana. Admitted to the bar of the
State in 1931 and the salary is what?

HAWKS: Seventeen five.

Q. A republican, I take it, Jim?

HAWKS: Yes

MR. HAGERTY: Yes. All right -- now there seems to be some inter-
est in regard to the President going some place or other. The President
hopes to go to Palm Springs, California, this week, for four or five days.
They plan to leave —- at the present time they are planning to leave some
time Wednesday afternoon, returning Monday the 22nd. Mrs. Eisenhower will
accompany him. The President and Mrs. Eisenhower had promised to go to
Palm Springs —- as a matter of fact, in 1950 -- they had never been there
before. This is the first time they are going.

Q. Who did they promise, Hoffman?

MR. HAGERTY: Yes. He will not stay at Hoffman's place. He will
stay at a place known as Smoke Tree Ranch. Now, that is not -- just for your
information -- that is not a ranch as such, as they call them ranches out there.
It is a development, and -- oh, maybe ten or fifteen people that have this
land and have their ranch houses on the land. In other words, it is not a

working ranch.
Q. That is not Hoffman's property?

MR. HAGERTY: No. He will stay at the home out there of Paul L.
Helms.

Q. Who is he, Jim?

MR. HAGERTY: He is a personal friend.

Q. Is he a guest of the Helmses then, instead of Hoffman?

MR. HAGERTY: He will use Mr. Helms's home.

Q. And Hoffman is going to be there, too?

MR. HAGERTY: (answer inaudible)

Q. He runs a bakery in Palm Springs?

MR+« HAGERTY: No, in the State of California.

Q. Where would the President's working Juarters be, in this place too?

MR. HAGERTY: No. There will be -- and we will take, of course, a
staff with us == and he will have a working office on the property. I can't

tell you where it is going to be, I just don't know.
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Q. What are the prospects for a news conference this week then?

MR. HAGERIY: We plan to have a news conference Wednesday afternoon
before we leave.

Q. Wednesday afternoon?

Q. What is the take=off time?

MR. HAGERTY: I don't know yet. Probably right after the press

conference.

Q. That would mean that you would not have it a3 late as you
ordinarily would in the afternoon?

MR. HAGERTY: I would think about two or two-fifteen.
Q. Is Hoffman going to be out there?
MR. HAGERTY: I would assume so, Yes == sure.

Q. The original invitation was extended by lir. Hoffman some years ago?

MR. HAGERTY: 1950 -- and every month or every year since then, that's
right,

Q. Hoffman extended this invitation?
MR. HAGERTY: That's right.

Q. Do you know whether Hoffman may also have a place on this Smoke
Tree development?

Mtt. HAGERTY: He has a place. It's either on that development or
right next to it. It's in the immediate vicinity.

Q. What will he be doing there in the way of relaxation -- golf?
Mit. HAGERTY: Well, in the first place, there is a lot of sun, and in

the second place, there is golf, too, I believe. DBut we expect to have the
regular work =- White House office set up and a working office there on the

propertye.
Q. Returning next Monday?
Mi. HAGERTY: Yes, Monday.
Q. Leave there on Monday?
MR. HAGER1Y: That's right.
Q. Does he plan any conferences out there?
Mit. HAGERTY: What with, Stevie?
Q. With anyone.
Mi. HAGERTY: Not that I know of.
Q. With California political people?
M. HAGERTY: Not that I lknow of, but I would imagine == I just don't

Q. No other stops contemplated out there and back?

\
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MR. HAGERTY: No, Bob.

Q. Both ways by plane?

MR. HAGERTY: Both ways by plane. I will tell -- now, if we have
a press conference, we expect those that are going will probably have tobe
out of that press conference because the press plane will go out ahead. It
is just tor your own information.

Q. Vhy not have the press conference 10.30 Wednesday morning?

MR. HAGERTY: He can't because we are moving up the National
Security Council.

Q. We will put up a list on the board, and we will have to close
it fairly quick.

Q. Somebody will be torn between whether they want to go to the
press conference or get on the press plane in advance.

Qe What a decision to have to makel

Qe Thank you, sir.

MR. HAGERTY: But we will siay -- 1 don't !mow the name of the hotel,

but we will stay in town. It's two and half or three-~quarters of a mile from
there.

Q. How about this atomic message?

Mrt. HAGERTY: We expect to have the message up to Congress before we
leave.

END
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But it was a warm friendship. Remember also that bin-

thony Eden wag the second man to Winston Churchill for a long

time. So that lir, Eisenhower knew Mr, kden almost as long & /"""

time as he knew 51 Winston,
Aeacolent duu' LA Lo

-had & strange and quite-good=
working relationship with Charles de Gaulle, He may have been
the last President of the United Statee to have thaty te—date:
There wag a great deal of mutual respeot,

There are twp stories that illustrate that, As a matter
J diasd YA
of fact, ,on the first advanced trip that I made to Fransce when

Charles de Caulle was Preeldentx President Eisenhower was

. a
going to stay at Hochpmbeau, which is De Gaulle's summer castle

or pelaoe in the south of Paris, I was down there and had the
privilege of having about a 30-minute personal oconversation
with Mr. de Caulle through interpreters, (I cen't speak French
the classiocal way that he ocan., His French is magnificent,)

He told me these stories himself., When I got back, 1 asked
Fresident kisenhower about them.

He said, "Yes, thatt!s right.,"

De Gaulle apparently never forgot these two stories,
because he want out of his way to tell them to me--on how he
adpired the FPresident, Both have been published time and
time again, although I had not heard them at the time but I
have seen them published since.

The first one is the following, After the Afriocen cam=-
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Palgn was finiched and after we had—started the invasion of
haol béin d(,(u(‘cud/u[l‘(/j/dac 1({,[(’(,(',

f‘mmes)l De Gaulle was going to fly to lrench solle-te the

south of France. Everything was all get,

General Walter Bedell 8Smith, chief of staff to Lisen-
hower~-vho was then in Afrioce~--came in and said, "Oh, my
God. General de Gaulle won't goi™

Elsenhower said, "Well, what's the matter?"

"Well, De Gaulle says he's not going to go in an Amer=
loan plane-~it has to be & French plene!" They didn't have
any French planes at that time. They were all American or
British rlanes down there,

General Elsenhover said to Generel Smiths "Bedell,
get the<3enera1 in the =&ie galle d‘'honneur at the airport,
Then get a sergeant, giveyn him some paint, go ogt and paint
the American stars off that plane, and put the iﬁﬁﬂgﬁ triocolor
on the plane.," That 1s exactly what they diad,

After a reasonable length of time toc allow the sergeant-
artist to do his work, they led General de Gaulle to the plane
and said, "General, here's your Frenoch plane," i

He sald, "Thank you very much," And he went on his
French plane over to France,

The second 3fx story s about when Eilsenhower oame into

allsc ity bibeerataon fAomo HaAanis.
Parigi'LDo Gaulia hZﬁ preceded him, as you remember, and had
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And that would be, the Department of State, the Department of -

Lien,

Defense, the CIA, the Attorney General's office and things |

\

like that, Then the other group is & group that 1s primarily

domestic -~ the Department of Agrioculture, where it does not

come in to shipment of foreign,surplus foods overseas, the

~
]
4
*
o

e

Depa t of Interior, the Department of Labor, the Postoffice,

Z\f e a

and thinmegs like that,

L
llow, in the domestic field, that was rather simple,

hermel o L —
—ar] ny rule, which I wée—éﬁi%@fiaa—on1 from the President, was

that in these domeatic Bepartments, once you made a decision,

get 1t out and get it out fast, emd=that you would make a very

bad mistake in holding it because sooner or later,with the
comprehensive press coverage in Washington, sonebody's going
to know it; so get it and get it out fast,

rut ,wiken you come to the sensitive agencies of the
government , this is another matter entirely. In the world
live in, and have been living in since World War II, there
are overt and there are oovert activities of the Aperican

government == for our own protection. 1 always remember a

we

questlony that Preasident Elsenhower had addressed to him one

time == I forget what the occasiony was, btut it waa directed

along this line: "Mr, President, oan you tell us about

g

o
o\

G )

ggfpllggenoo 1nrormation/;;;qgﬁe CIA has gotten on such and such

- 1
a question’”

S
——

—

o
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His answer was very simple; "Well, Af I tell you about

it, 1t ien't Intelligence, is 1t?" o
Thies 18 the way you have to work. Where Intollisonoeég/’ 'E

is not a part, where there is a polioy deocision that is ovort\z\“,;/
within a sensitive Department, again the first rule, the same

rule should apply: get it out as fast as you oan, But there

are many things that you oannot talk about, for the national
seourity of the United States, and indeed for thehational seourity
of our friends and allies throughoutthe world. Now, Est many

of the newsmen in Wgashington understood this and agreed with this,
& many times when I would get a question that touched on'igéE:A4b€?-
I w&ild just say, "Gentlemen, I'm sorry, I cannot answer thils
question, This deals with the security of the United 8tates,"

And most of the time the newsmen would realize this too and

;VW
would not it.

You want to remember one thingsz:pe newsmen in Washington,X
the good ones, have many times a&s much of & working kmowledge
of a Department as the Cabinet officer. They are there for years,
year in and year out, and they have seen administrations come
and go. A Cabinet offiocer at the most is there for eight years,
many times not quite that long. S0 the good newsmen in Washington
underatand this, But 1t is difficult,

It 1s also 4iffioult in answering questions on the
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Spur of the moment, partiodarly when you gctbxé?ii;l flelad,
remember on the spur of the moment, on sensitive areas, whether Nw'
1t has been made public, whether it 1s about to be made public, \°
or whether it is in clasification '‘kep—seewet” and should not be
made public, It is tough on a preas secretary, but if he has
any doubts, he ocan say, "I don't know, I1I'll cheock."” It 1s
much more difficult on a President in a press conference because
he has all this information in his head, much more than the
press secretary has, and he has to make that spur of the moment
decision mentallyo-g-tléf's a very difficult thing., But by
and large I think it's a system that not only works but is
rather widely understood by the good news men and women in
Wgshington, They realigze as much as the government people realize
that there are some things you cannot disocuss, Butft‘s a very
eticky situation, )ggere'a one more field that I have talked
about before, but in this context I think I'd better bring it
up again. Even in these demestic Departments that I'm talking
about, if a poliocy is made to go ahead and 4o something, many times
the study that s to be made fore you make your determination
é;;?fﬁ;gﬁsgzgzone Dopartmont.‘ixaie three or four Departmontq._gpd

until thep conme bagk n with their suggestions or thelr
recounendations, i8,not an adopted policy. Now, a repater
nay gergﬁﬁéﬁaLSf%;rhmont saying, "We're looking into this, this,

this and this." If he ocomes to me or he comes to an information

R~ o
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Oftioort4aska you a quostlonAthat has not finally been
deternined, I don't think 1t's menagement or I don't think it's

holding out the news to just say, "Look, nothing hes been decided
finally on this and until it is, I have no comment,"

Here again is where you get into or get on a rather

stioky wicket. Now, I don't blame the newsman, if he geta a
fraction of this, if he so wishes, to write that freotion,
provided that he writes it as the fraction of a story and not
the whole. Again, many newsmen, if they run up againat this,
have this fraction of a story and get it from a government
~source whom they truast that this has not finally been deoclded
flll hold it kntil it's been deocided, although there are others
who feel that they have an #ligation, and I don't quarrel with
it, to write that fraction, but most of the time, it's the
fraotion, the putlication of the fraotion, that will turn out

wrong, because the matterm has not yet been finally decided.

JQ; Are there instances when a fraction of a story, whioh may
be the story from one Department, seotion of a Department --

are there times when this is dellberately leaked to a reporter?

Hagertys Oh, sure, Oh, certainly. This is done time and time

againg e® I would suspeot it was probably Aone by the Cabinet
officers in George Washington's first term. EBEIILI=ti_in,



There are always partisans ﬁf'any given Department, and many ‘?@
times a deliberate leak, by somebody in a Depatment, iZIiZ try t;
influence the final deolsion, more in favor of that D epartment,
Iktupposo over the years maybe the Department that did4 this

ﬁﬁp most was the Depatment of Defense, in the rivalry between the
Arn&;rthe Alr Faroce, the Marine Corps and the Navy, I don't

think they 414 it much during the eight years President Elsenhower
was there, because he knew where every body and every mource

of information was in the Pentagon and he let Ythem know 1it,

right at the start of his term. He had worked in that Pentagon
eystem himsgelf, and there was 1,;;7§i that in the Defense
Department under Eisenhower than there was in any President

before him or any President since, —-ghidbisgmelr, With the reorganiza-
tion, as you remember, of the Defense Department, whi ‘o curred

when Forrestal be;ggz/phe firs retary of Defense
cCr2¢ «
changed #inde a2 lo nﬂﬂ’ the admirals and the generals and the

major generals, lieutenént generals, brigadlers, colonels,

even unajors and captains, realize that at the top of theilr
Department 1s civilian authority and not military authority,

« Put for many years the internal

S

service rivalries were nothing but leak after loak after leak,
deliberately. This atill happens within other 2Departments, and

humen nature being what it is, I don't see how anybody oan ever

stop it ocompletely. All you have to do, however, 18, every now and then

make Adarned sure that information that 1s given, which might be
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Q! What about preparing a man to make those decisions? (; %

N
llagerty, wWell, look, Mr. Elsenhower was the first President in
our history that aotually trained the Vice President to become

& Prelde You know, th ‘s, a story that Mr., Trumen has in his
P T TR

memoirs, ifen(fir. Truman was nominated with lir. Roosevelt on

the tioketi;and at that time I think the [mmocratio conventions
were still in June or Julyi:tznm_xh._t&ao—ho—wtt—noliae%od—uatil
the time MNr. Roosevelty died, Mr. Truman, as Vice Presidential
candidate, as Vice President-elect, as V%g::?residenﬁjht-'-tfo
saw Mr. Hoosevelt eight times, Wh;ﬁ » took the oath of office,
and he lowered his hands, Mr. Forrestal, then Secretary of
l'efense, had to atep up to the then President of the United Stdes
and say, "I have to see you, Mr, President.” snd ggll was in the
middle of the war, toward the end of the war, as you might recall.
He sald, "I have to tell you something, now that you're
President.”

That something he had to tell the Vice President who

atune atomio

tecame President was the mbmmim/hbomb, &@d Mr, Trumen as Vice
rreeident 4i1dn't know a darned\thing about the atomic bomb while
he was Vice President. That can't happen any more. And Mp.
Eisenfjower was the maen who started to elevate the Vice Presidenocy
80 that it actually 1e a training job for President.

Vice
Thgkfrouldont. under Mr. Eisenhower, became not just the
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Hagerty: No.

Q: I was wondering, again a sensitive matter, if you had

anything further from a publio relations standpoint on the U-27

Hagerty: Nothing except what I sald before.

Q¢ On another speech, General Eisenhower's sort of farewell

speech, what do you recall of that speech o?éha military {;-
industrial complex?

Hagerty Well, I wo Mlnk the genesis started the day he
S v 2
became Presiden throughout hie eight years, 1 was privileged

L) &t . a‘
«-wpgain in private conversauonakand I think‘%_gow it's G i M :
®@tablished what those private oonversations wereg zhnt—uo: were wer

traveling mamp—8imes and I was the only staff orﬂcex) becauae
where the President was, the press naa-ggid!e had many, many ,
oh, hours and hours over the years-<toc=2e alono-i}n a plane,

in & car, in a hotel sulte, for breakfast, for late dinner, where

he Would to goue extent just let Xnis hair down and I'd listen. ;.
-7’ dbang iU .

was @ rising concern to him, as I say, from the day '
he became President, It was about, I would say, midway i\

through his second term when he started to say, "Jim, I'm going

“m
to make this speech. I'm going to make it the last ,8peech before
I leave office.” That speeoh was straight Eisenhower, an it was




i g
Hagerty - W7

written, drafted, redrafted, off and on, elGedt togAg yoar

before he gave it, Maybe the words "drafted” are not quite

oorreot, but it was outlined in his mind and in oonversations,

-8 I gan ays remember, unE:ZE;..u the actual written drafts
b2~

that Te working on and going over and the final text as

delivered on the airglff varied very little from the dimoussions,

the private discussions that we'd had over the years., It was

/

expanded and spelt out more in detail, but it was, I-xould-Lthink

Lhatthtewas renily cn&i§?33§§§ of being President Yor S1gNT
£ abou ; « I personally belleve \ii__,j/
that in time, in time, it can be one of the most impatant speeches

that an Aperiocan President has ever made, It oertainly ocontains

a warming, and 1t certailnly ocontaine & prophesy that if we continue
o

on the road this world is going, that we're going to bHe in

serious troudle.

So I think it 18 one of his ¢ y great speeches &e—agu-h-r
. o
§L=acyo.¢1 I can recall

s Wwhioch sometimes éé:diazgkyhinklns out loudee—

of time from wWashiington, Wwnore we nad time alone., As I say,

about two years before he gave it, he said he was going to make

this as his final speech before he left office,

Q¢ How would you oharacterize President Elsenhower's mood as he
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Ir he had one alter ego, it was his brother Miltone
-And_meny tiwee—=—emd I guess éiz/Prosldcnt has to have an
@lter ego, he has to have one persan ouside of his own family,
I mean his wife or his ohlldrenﬂvthat he oan ocompletely let
his hair dowéAﬁgg;talk en—many of the things that are bothering
him or the problem before him or anything else, &nd Kilton
was that mnan, Many times Milton would come over and spend the
whole night over at the White House, come over for dinner, and
they'd talk through dinner until 11, 12 at night. 7Thia seemed
to relax him as well, aven though they might be talking about

very serious and Aimpatant probtlems,
‘Whenever he oould, thefew+times—Ho4id, hs relaxations

aboard ships of the lavy were tremendous. Fer instencey—when—we
went—down ~- when he went down to Eermuda for one of the
oconferences ;:;h the Eritish, I guess it was lcrilllan, he
took a orulser and w&-steamed down slowly, took three days to
get thero,caﬂézgpr three days, while he was studying during
the morning or afternoon some of the papers and averything
preparatory to the meeting, all he did was relax, The same
thing wag true in the middle of his eleven nation trip when
he went and spent three days on é%:ibhtpa in the Hedilterranean.
The secme wag true when we used tHe oruiser from the Fhilippines
to Formosa, overnight, He liked that.

Also when he went and traveled around the ocountry,

he pise geenmed to get a great ohange of pace and relaxation




