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I 
Tuesday, xe~1:':1a.ry 9, 19,54 

In at 815 AM--lot of work--nothing much of big news--stories leaking on 
hunting trip this weekend and Palm Springs--hope to get it cleared up for 
press conference--

Agriculture Dept in soup again--continued to publish "Dishwashing" pamphlet 
that Ike lambasted in campaign as "worthless"- ordered 15,000 more copies last 
July--told them to lose 10,000 they still have and not to order any more--what 
dopes over in Agric. 

Home ea.rly--and to bed 
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1!1~~d8;¥, ,F~~~X 11_, 12:J± 
Most of day spent sparring with newsmen on Georgia trip--finally announced it at · 
4 P.M. Conference--Pres. however wanted me to hold up until 9 AM Friday place 
and time of landing--decided on Spence Air :&se--40 miles north of Thomasville-­
wanted to duck going into Tallahassee in order to avoid crowds and reception--if 
went into Tallahassee would have to go thru city or else 



M~nday,, February 15, 1954 

In at 8:20 Leaders meeting--Knowland reported (1) Senator I.anger holding up 
Warren confirmation for spite--insisting on FBI report (2) Postmaster nomination-­
expect Dems. to try to stall so is going to press for early enactment (J) Bricker 
Amendment due for vote this week--said Dems line up about JO-J5 for George 
amendment. 

Knowland asked Pres for up-date on Indo-China, but first said that we must study 
question of foreign bidding on off-shore procurement deals--worried that if bids 
were going to foreign countries instead to American places where unemployment 
was growing could be dangerous--Pres .agreed and promi sed to have it studied. 

On Indo-China, Pres said French wanted 25 planes and 400 technicians--got 10 and 
200, with warning aJO would be out of Indo-China by June 15--military situation not 
as bad as reported. Viet-Mihn dispersing forces with political attacks, and 
forcing Fr. to likewise disperse--but situation fairly favorable to FR. 

Leaders quotes -- Ike on being told Wayne Morse went down to Texas to attack 
Lyndon Johnson as not being a liberal , "Hell, Lyndon should pay him to corre 
back and stay down there." 

Ike, on W3.rren nomination- "Is Senator I.anger dragging his feet on this. If he 
is, I'll have one of my s iickers go down and see him. Iamn him, he's casting 
grave doubts on the integrity of one of the greatest statesmen given to the 
Supreme Court in our times. 

Saltonstall , on 2 1 200 - "It ' s a funny thing. I never expected to have sex 
pervers1on as a t opic of conversation at the dinner table until I came to 
Washington . " 

Over to Atomic Energy Commission at 2 PM to see film on H-bomb--version fixed up 
for possible public release--thiIL~ it should be, but still too technical in spots-­
Lewis Strauss and I later talked abut J/4 million bucks he giving for "bath tub" 
project on uranium--could revolutionize things and give small nations a "cut-in" 

California visit will be screwy--release news we were going and then everybody 
trying to get into act. Darrel [sic] Zanuck called to help--will use him to 
check-up on reds in Hollywood 

Rowley tells me Puerto Rican problem kicking up again--meeting in Chicago tonight-­
SS on top and checking all the time--



·Tuesday, February }6
1 

1954 

In at 8:15--Cabinet meeting--Topics (1) unemployment (2) Schedule "C" (J) Pay 
Raises (4) Health Insurance (5) Life Insurance (6 ) Appearances before GOP 
Congressional Secretaries Club (7) Expediting Legislative Requests 

(1) Weeks on unemployment--new method of .... [words illegible] ... --apparently 
approved by Weeks, up unemployment 700,000--darn fool to approve it without 
knowing what it would show--figures leaking anyway--decision to give it out and 
take it--bound to be political repercussions, with Dems. rubbing it in--Pres 
said: "That's righ t--i t would be bad to have it forced out of us" 

(2) Schedule "C" -- Young reported of 1690 requested--870 approved vs. 820 
disapproved--Kyes "trouble is to knock out personnel offic;ers" 

(J) Pay raises - "$14.5 tops in classified service--not to go above Congressional 
salaries at this time 

Cabinet quotes - Ike on Schedule "C" - "I'm getting weary of politicians 
threatening me with dire things. Get that Schedule C cleared up." 

Ike on Civil Service procedures - "Once in a while you have to skin the cat 
another way . Here's an example. We recently appointed a man in a lower grade 
and the man at the top resigned . We wanted to get rid of him anyway." 

California getting really steamed up about our trip to Palm Springs--all the 
crackpots are calling and wiring us--asked FBI to give me list of Red 
Hollywoodi tes so can spot them--leav:i.ng after press conference tomorrow-­
take off at J P.M. 



~~~e~day1 fe?rll!3-ry 17, 19$ 

In at s12 AM--Press Conference at 2 PM--then l~Ot for Palm Springs--take out 
at J P.M.--arrive, non-stop, Palm Springs at <)-.I Pacific time--uneventful fl1ght 



Th,ur?~.Y, ~~bruary 18, 19,54 

At Palm Springs -- Palm Springs is quite a place -- beautiful 



F'r~day, February 19, 1954 

At Palm Springs -- Hoffman-- ... [words illegible] ... p:i.rty at El. Mirador--fairly 
quiet day. 



~aturday 1 February ~o. 19~ 

At Palm Springs - Pres broke cap off tooth - had it fixed at local dentist - Dr . 
C.A. Purcell - AP, from Syracuse, flashed "Pres. Eisenhower died tonight of a 
heart attack at Palm Springs" - someone fooling around with teletype - moved on 
open state wire - caused some hell but AP killed it 2 minutes latef - Called 
AP New York offices for explanation and to demand a full report. 

Tennis Club in evening. 

't ,et 'r · • • 
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Sunqav,_ Fe~ruarv ~l. 1954 

At Palm Springs - Pres to church at 9 JO - stayed at ranch rest of day - I 
loafed around hotel. - Hetel-B Betty Hutton gave western party at some canyon -
good affair. 



Mo~d~y 1 F~p7;uary ~2, ~9~4 

At Palm Springs - fairly quiet day - Pres golfed at Tamarisk - loafed at 
pool at El Mirador - Hotel [Biltmore?] in evening 

o · 
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Tuesday, F~bruary 2; , 1954 

At Palm Springs - Before leaving had a flare up when Ray Scherer of NBC asked 
me at pool about "attempted assassination" of Pres - on checking found 2 drunks 
called at Smoke Tree in old car - SS found 22 rifle in back - arrested by Palm 
Springs Police for vagrancy - gave it out immediately in order to kill wild 
stories . 

Left Palm Springs 8 J.Q P.M. and arrived Mats 7 JO AM 

I,. 



MR. HAGERTY'S 
PRESS AND RADI O CONFERENCE 

FElmUARY 16, 1954 
AT 3.55 R-1 EST 

Pr MR. HAGERTY : On the schedule 8 . 30 National Security CoWlcil . Then the 
esident Will leave at 10.55 for the c~nfere~ce on Traffic Safety at the Depart­

mental Auditorium, where he will say a few words of greeting t o the opening 
session of the White House Conference of Traffic Safety . 

Q. No text? 

MR . HAGERI'Y: No . At ll .45 congres sman Leslie Arends , Dewey Short , and 
Mr • John Blandford, Special Counsel of the House Armed Ser vices Committee • At 
l2 .30 t he Ambassador of The Nether lands , Dr . J . H. van Roijen, and the Minister 
of Defense of The Netherlands , Cornelias Spaf , e.nd the Deputy Secretary of Defense , 
Roger Kyes. The Minister of Defense is making a courtesy call on the President • 
Press conference at 2 . 15 . 

Departure i mmediately after t he press conference . 

Q. Well, three o' cl ock? 

MR. HAGERrY: Whatever t ime you get finished. Between three and three ­
thir t y. 

At the present t ime we can't give you the exact arrival -t ime. I just 
talked to Draper and there is going to be a lot of wind agai nst us -- both planes 
going out -- best we can est imate now is we will arrive at Palm Springs -- oh, 
between 9 .30 and 10 say - - probably about in the middle there, some place -- I 
mean between nine and ten, their t ime. 

Q. Can we just make it 9 .30 estimated, just for the sake of getting 
something down, and correct it later? 

MR. HAGERTY: Yes. Around 9 .30. 

Q. That will be 12.30 this time here. 

MR . HAGERrY: Yes. And that I s all I have on t he schedule. 

Q. Sherman Adams is speaking up i n New York Thursday to some worthy 
group . Will there be any text? 

MR. HAGERrY: Yes . 

Q • Do you lmow when? 

MR . HAGERrY: Thursday after noon or ---

Q. (interposing) What about the atomic message? 

MR. HAGERTY: I should lmow in a few minutes. I would think it would be 
going up t omorrow, but if you just wait until I get finished with it, I will let 
you lmow for sure . 

Q. Wait right here, or in the press room? 

MR . HAGERrY: No, no. You are going to be around for a little while? 

Q . Sure . 

Q. What about the guest list for the dinner tonight? 

:·.;..--·. 
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MR. HAGERI'Y: You got that? 

MRS . GANSS1 It ' s on its way, Mr. Hagerty. I oe.lled about five minute• 
ago and they were just about ready. It shoul.d be here by four. 

MR. IIAGERTY: It 's four now. I will check age.in. 

Q • For the record, have you been asked about rumors that the President 
might go elsewhere after Palm Springs? 

MR. HAGERTY: No. Where? From there? 

Q. To Eniwetok . 

MR . HAGERTY: No. 

Q. I heard about it coming down on the elvator 1n the Star , somebody 
says he is going to Hawaii to confer with Syngman Rhee. I didn ' t know whether 
they were kidding or not. 

Q. Was it the elevator man? {laughter) 

0 Q. The hydrogen bomb test at Eniwetok. 

MR. HAGERTY : I don't lmow -- No. 

Q . By what time this afternoon would you think you would know about 
the atomic message? 

MR. HAGERTY: Within an hour. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

END 

..,. ___ ,, 
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MR. HAGIBTY 1S 
PRESS . AND RADIO CONFERENCE 

' FEBRUARY 161 1954 
AT l0:32 AM EST 

MR. HAGERTY: While we are waiting for the other wires, I 
haven't got a thing. 

Q. Have you seen the f i rst Robin yet -- tweet-tweet? 

Q •• Quite . as turn out here this morn.lng . 

MR. HAGERTY: Yes, and I haven't got a thing, unle ss you 
ladies and gentlemen have some questi on s. Cabi net meeti ng is now 
on , and t hat's all I know. 

Q. Say, Jim, this Message on atomic energy to be released 
a t eight o'clock Wednesday --

MR. HAGERTY: (interposing) Wai t a minute --­

Q. (interposing) I know, but ---

MR. HAGERTY: (continuing) --- wait a minute - - I didn 't say that. I 
said if it goes up tomorrow it will be released at eight. 

Q. If it? 

MR. HAGERTY: . If it goes up, Yes, and as a matter of fact, 
the Pre sident is goi ng to take a look at it this afternoon, and I 
woul d thi nk it would be going up tomorrow all right, and if it does, 
I would have it at 8:JO up there for the leaders, and at eight here. 

Q. Flat Noon? 

MR. HAGERTY: Yes 

Q. Do you know about how long it is? 

MR . HAGERTY: About four t housand. 

Q. This is a hold-it-up day today . 

Q. Will that be the only ,e ssage, Jim? 

MR. HAGERTY: What do you mean? 

Q. On that subject? 

Q. On that sub-ject? 

MR. HAGERTY : No -- that is the only one I know at the present 
time. Now whether -- now whether there would be any message at some 
time in the future on the President's UN proposal, I can't guess at 
the present time, I just don't know. This does not deal with that. 

Q. The news conference situation tomorrow, Jim, is that firm 
or definite yet? 
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Mr . HAGERTY: 2:15. 

Q. 2:15. 

Q. 2:15. 

Q. How about the take-of f t i me? 

MR . HAGER TY· I t will b aft t can, t. r,et i t t • e er he press confer ence, and I 
Do you ,know wh~ty~~m~e~h I hope t o ge~ it ~o you by t his afterno on. 

e pr es s pl ane is going out? 

Q. I heard, Noon . 

advance Q. The office asked me to ask if you had in mind t he same 
photographic ar r angements in California h place? as you at the Humphrey 

MR . HAGERTY: What do you mean? 

Q. You l et us in a day ar-,ead before the Pr esident arrived. 

MR . HAGERTY : No, t her e is no pict ur e of t he home . 

Q. None of the home? 

MR . HAGERTY: None . 

Q. Not even exterior ? 

MR., HAGERTY : No , No, it's - -- we have no cont r ol over that, but 
t here won't be any . They ar e out there today t aking mil l i ons of pictures of the 
pr ess r ooms and stuff l i ke that, that1 s all r ight . 

Q. Bathing beauties? 

Q. Jim, what about t he -- - wi ll the local reporters need any 
speci al cr edent i al s? 

MR . HAGERTY: Ye s , and t his i s not -- 1 don't want to make a 
stor y out of it ---

Q. (interposi ng) No, No -- just want to send a wire back out 
t here on it . 

MR . HAGERTY: We are undoubtedly arriving there sometime tomorrow evening 
and t o get on the fiel d or anything like that, they just need their own 
credential s . Then starting t he next morning, White House credentials will 
go into effect, and t hey will have to be accredited. We will use that 
Tr i p of the President badge as the credentials for going in and out. 

Q. Do you foresee any need for their sending names in here now? 

MR. HAGERTY: Now, after the I would think he would -- when he 
ge t s out there he would go directly to his home and I would go on to the 
hotel and give out the credent lals, or the next morni ng. 

Now one other thing, and this is just for the men that a.re going, 
I wi sh you would help cooperate with us on this -- when we get t'tlere, we 
wi 11 at al l t imes move, if we move any place, we will move with a wire car 
and still photographers car and a newsreel car. You will have to -- we will 
pol i ce it for you -- only allow one man for each outfit in those cars, and 
nobody else. Now if the ---
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Q. ( interposing) There will be, just t o rephrase it, t he locals 
can get their credent i als, they will not need any White House credenti als 
to cover the landing. 

MR. HAGERTY: No 

Q. Where is the landing, at the Palm Springs airport? 

MR. HAGERTY : I would assume so . I will find that out, I am 
sure of that . Where's Dewey, tell him to come down r.ere. 

But they won't need any credentials there, but next morning and 
on they wi ll need the Tr i p of the president badge . 

Q. To get in where? 

MR. HAGERTY: Well, if we go -- we will have an office t here -- I assume 
will have some work . 

Q. At t he El Mirador you will need credentials to get in and out 
of t he setup there? 

MR. HAGERTY: Well Yes, you will need some , but you will also need 
ones if we go out t here for any occasion or any place else , you will need the 
Whi te Hou se credent i als, and on the - - also t hat -- t here is one photo grapher 
per paper out t here. 

Q. You menti oned goi ng anywhere, what about t he specials going 
fr om here would we be - - -

Q. ( interposi ng ) The large Greyhound bus --­

MR . HAGERTY: (Interpos i ng) We will have a bus. 

Q. Mexican press excluded? 

Q. And photographers? (laughter) 

MR . HAGER1~: But I wi ll be --- as soon as he gets there, I will come 
back to t he hotel and to t he press room, and give the credentials out. 

Q. Your headquarters will be at the El Mirador? 

MR. HAGERTY: My address will be the El Mirador. 

Q. Do you have any dope on -- can you tell us now who is going 
wi th him, out side of Mrs . Eisenhower? 

MR. HAGERTY: Mrs. Eisenhower, and Mrs. Doud, and a small staff --
Tom Stephens, and myself. I don 1t know the gals yet. 

Q. The doctor? 

MR. HAGEJitTY: Yes, Major Tkach -- Walter. 

Q. When would you say this one reporter and one camera man policy 
would go into effect, if you went out to the ranch, somethi.ng like that? 

MR. HAGERTY: Yes, somethi.ng like that. 

Q. Anything involving coverage • 

.MR. HAGERTY: That's right. 
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Q. In other words, 

MR. HAGERTY: No. 

- 4 -

pool? 

Q. H s ju y n one from on org nization. 

MR. HAOERTY1 On from n 

Q. • you . 

MR. HA0mTY1 No oo • 

on W le ve her t 2, 30 , 
hour ah ad of the other party. 

t n. 

efuel t D nv rand get out there 
Check in t 12 . 

Q. W land at the Palm Springs airport? 

Lon g: Yes. 

Q. The regular airport? 

Long: Arrive between 7:30 and eight o'clock . 

Q. Is it dark out there by then? 

MR . HAGERTY: I t will he dark when we come i n. I don't know whether 
it's dark out there at 7:30 or eight. 

You might put t his on the wire, if you woll l d, that the lid closes 
at one o'clock today , please. 

Q. The CGLUMB1NE does not refuel? 

MR . HAGER TY: No, we go straight through. 

Q. Said something on the air that George Allen is out there and 
has a home out there . Is he going to be there? 

MR . HAGER TY: He has a home t her e . I don't know whet.her he 
i ~ going to be there or not . 

Q. How about Vice Pre sident Nixon? I heard that he will be in 
South California . Do you know one way or another? 

MR . EAGERTY: Well, I talked to him this morning and he didn't 
give any indication that he was. 

Q. Is he still out there? 

MR . HAGERTY: No , He is right here in the Cabinet room. 

And we have reservations set for you at the hotel and we will 
work out in the press room and it will be at the El Miradar. 

Q. Black tie required, to get i n the press room? 

MR . HAGERTY: White jacket. 

Q. White jacket and !·lack tie. 

Q. Is it true that the hotel was named after a cigar ~laughter} 
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Mr. Hagerty: I wouldn't know, 

Q, I hope it doesn't smell like one. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

MR. HAGERTY: That's all I have this morning, gentlemen. 

, 



MR. HAGERTY' s 
PRESS AND RADIO CONFERENCE 

FEBRUARY 15, l954 
AT 4:21 P.M. E'ST )

-.... 

. . 

MR. HAGER TY: All I have is the schedule , 9 o' clock t omorr ow 
mor ning the Cabin t , Bedell Smith Acting Sec r etary of State , William 
Rand Acting Director of FOA. At 12 o ' clock Senators Dworshak of Idaho, 
Ma l one of Nevada , Anderson of New Mexico and Hayden of Ari zona . They 
asked to come in to see the President to discuss lead and zinc mining 
in their respective States . At 12:30 the President will receive a 
group of overseas students , spon~or ed by t he New Yor k Herald Tribune . 
At two o'clock Arthur FJ.emming, Direc tor of ODM . He comes in for a 
meeting like this about every three weeks . At 2: 30 Senators Watkins 
and Bennett of Utah , and Congr essmen Str i ngf ellow and Dawson . They 
asked t o see the President . We do not know the sub,ject . At eight 
o'clock the President and Mrs . Eisenh ower will give a dinner at t he 
White House for the Speaker of t he House . And t hat ' s all I have on - - -

Q. (interposing) When i s the atomic energy message expected. 
and how long will it' be? 

Mil . HAGERTY: I t won' t be up tomorrow . Probably be up be.fore we 
go . Tryi ng to get it ready to send up Wednesday. I would rather not 
announce that - - just f or your own i nformati on, and it will run -- don ' t 
use it , but when we know f or sur e -- but i t will r un about l1 th ousand . I 
will get it out by eight o'clock i n t he morni ng, f or f l at Noon r elease . 
But don't use that yet . 

Q. No . 

MR. HAGERTY : One thing I would appreciate it if t he wir es 
men would put on the ticker, particularly here, that t he list for 
Palm Springs will close tomorr ow at one o 1 clock. \r.'e have t o make 
considera t,le reservation both on plane and hotel accommodat i ons. The 
press l,eadquar ters and the pr ess wi ll be at the El Mirador Hotel. 
Telephone number Palm Spr ings 2OLih . 

Q. You say t her e would be no speeches out in California? 

MR. H~GERTY: None that I know of. That is just for your 
guidance . I don ' t know of any. That's all I have, unle ss you ladie f. 
and gentlemen have some quest i ons . 

Q. Thank you. 



MR. HAGERTY 1S 
PRESS AND RADIO CONFERENCE 

FEBRUARY 15, 195l1 
AT 10: JO AM EST 

MR. HAGER'IY: Several nominations -- that one , I think, is self­
explanatory, u. s. Court of Claims. Now, Mr . Laramore resides at Knox, 
Indiana. He is presently Judge of the l,Lth Judicial Circuit Court -- it I s 
a State court. Was elected to that office in 19LL, re-elected 1950. Prior 
to that he had served for two years as Judge protem on the court. He was 
born December 22, 1906, in Hamlet, Indiana. Admitted to the bar of the 
State in 1931 and the salary is what? 

HAWKS: Seventeen five. 

Q. A republican, I take it, Jim? 

HAWKS: Yes 

MR. HAGERTI: Yes. All right -- now there seems to be some inter­
est in regard to the President going some place or other. The President 
hopes to go to Palm Springs, California, this week, for four or five days . 
They plan to leave -- at the present time they are planning to leave some 
time Wednesday afternoon, returning Monday the 22nd. Mrs. Eisenhower will 
accompany him. The Pr esident and Mrs. Ei senhower had promised to go to 
Palm Springs -- as a matter of fact, in 1950 -- they had never been there 
before . This is the first time they are going . 

Q. V/ho did they prom.i.se , Hoffman? 

MR. HAGERTY: Yes . He will not stay at Hoffman 's place. He will 
stay at a place !mown as Smoke Tree Ranch. Now, that is not -- just for your 
information - that is not a ranch as such, as they call them ranches out there. 
It is a development, and -- oh, maybe ten or fifteen people that have this 
land and have their ranch houses on the land . In other words, it is not a 
worlci.ng ranch. 

Helms. 

Q. That is not Hoffman I s property? 

MR. HAGERTY: No . He will stay at the home out there of Paul L. 

Q. Who is he, Jim? 

MR. HAGERTI : He is a personal friend. 

Q. Is he a guest of the Helmses then, instead of Hoffman? 

MR. HAGERTY: He will use Mr. Helms' s home. 

Q. And Hoffman is going to be there, too? 

MR. HAGERTY: (answer inaudible) 

Q. He runs a bakery in Palm Springs? 

MR. HAGERTY : No, in the State of California. 

Q. Where would the President's working ~uarters be, in this place too? 

MR . HAGERTY: No. There will be -- and we will take, of course, a 
staff with us -- and he will have a worlci.ng office on the property. I can't 
tell you where it is isoing to be, I just don I t !mow. 
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Q. What are the prospects for a news conference thiB week then? 

Mn . HAOER'l'Y: We plan to have a news confer ence WedneBday afternoon 
be for e we leave . 

Q. Wednesday afternoon? 

Q. What is the take-off time? 

MR. HAGER'l'Y : I don I t know yet. Probably right after the press 
conference . 

Q. That would mean that you would not have it as late as you 
ordinarily would in the afternoon? 

right . 

Mil . HAGERTY: I would think about two or two-fifteen. 

Q. Is Hofftnan going to be out there? 

MR. HAGERTY: I would assume so, Yes -- sure. 

Q. The original invitation was extended by Mr. Hoffman some years ago? 

MR . HAGERTY: 1950 -- and every month or every year since then, that's 

Q. Hoffman extended this invitation? 

MR. HAGERTY : That 's r ight. 

Q. Do you !mow Vlhether Hoffman may also have a place on this Smoke 
Tree development? 

Mrl . HAGER1Y: He has a place . It 's either on that development or 
righ G next to it . It's in the immediate vicinity . 

Q. What will he be doing there in the way of r elaxati on -- golf? 

MH . HAGERTY: Well , in the fi rst place , there is a lot of sun, and in 
the second place, there is golf, too, I believe. But we expect to have the 
regular work -- White House office set up and a worlci.ng office there on the 
property . 

know. 

Q. Returning next Monday? 

MH . I-!AGER'IY: Yes , Monday. 

Q. Leave there on Monday? 

MR. HAGER'l'Y: That 's right. 

Q. Does he plan any conferences out there? 

Mn . HAGER'l'Y: What with, Stevie? 

Q. With anyone . 

MI1. HAGERTY: Not that I knO\v of. 

Q. With California poli tica,l people ? 

Mtt . IW1EH'f'Y : Not that I lmow of, but I would imagine -- I just don• t 

Q. No other stops contemplated out there and baok? 

' 



MR . HAGERTY : No , Bob. 

Q. Both ways by plane? 

-3-

MR . HAGETITY : Bo th ways by plane. I will tell -- now, if we have 
a press conf erence, we expec t those that are going will pr obab l y have to be 
out of that press conference because the press plane will go out ahead. I t 
is just for your own information . 

Q. Why not have t he pres s confer ence 10.30 Wednesday morning? 

1,ffi . HAGERTY : He can't because we are moving up the National 
Security C ounci 1 . 

Q. We will put up a list on the board, and we will have to close 
it fairly quick . 

Q. Somebody will be torn between whethe r they want to go to the 
press conference or Ee t on the press plane in advance. 

Q. ·what a decj_sion to have to make l 

Q. Thank you , sir . 

MR . HAGERTY : But we wil l stay -- I don't !mow the name of the hotel , 
but we will stay in town . It ' s two and half or three-quarters of a rrd.le from 
there . 

Q . How about this atomic message? 

leave . 
Mft . HAGERTY : We expect to have the message up to Congress before we 

END 
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But lt was a wnrm fr1endsh1p. Remember al■o that ln­
thony gden was the second man to Winston Churchill tor a long 

t1mo. So that Mr. Eleenhower knew Mr. Eden almost as lOfl8 

t l me as l).,e knew s 1 ~ W,1ns ton. 
/ie. .a..ule 1Lt C''.ui-t11LA...tult'JL 

I ~ Qther cottAtPlea •h&-had a strange and qu1te-goo4-

work1ng relattonsh1p with Oharlea de Oaulle. lie may have been 

t he last PreEJ1dent of the Un1 ted States to have that,_x ,e ate, 

There was a great deal of mutual respeot. 

There are tw~ stories that llluetrat.e that. As a matter 
,J__l.i a._1,d'-/-lurµ 

of f aot, ~on t he first 9.dvaneed trip that I ma.de to Franoe when 

Charles do Gaulle was Preeldentx President Eisenhower was 
<,l_, 

going to stay at Hooh,mbeau, whioh 1e De Gaulle• s eumn1er castle 

or µe.l a oe in the south of Parts. I was down there and had the 

pr1v1lege of hav ing about a JO-minute personal oonversation 

w1 th ~lr . de Gaull e t hrough interpreters. ( l can• t speak Frenoh 

the olass1oal way that he oan. H1o French is magnU'1oent.) 

He t old me these stories h1meelt'. When I got baok, I asked 

President ~1sAnhower about them. 

De Gaulle apparently never forgot thes~ two stor1oa, 

because he want out of his way to tell them to me--on how he 

admired. t he 1}1·es1dent. Both have been published. t1111e and 

t1111e o.e;a1n , although I had not heard the111 at the time but I 

have s~en them published s1noe. 

l he f1rat one is the following. After the Atrloan cam-

I 
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~a1gn was f1n1ahed and after we had e,ar,e4 the 1nvae1on of 

.Aao( tla ,.___ ,_,d.u.a eo.J./-1LU1/ Jla u.. -u:i .. i.l'd..), 
Pranoe,t De Gaulle we.o going to fly to Frenoh soil--to the 

south of Franoo . Everyth1ng was all set, 

General Walter Bedell 8m1th, oh1ef of start to Eleen­

hower--~ho was then 1n Atr1oa--oame in and said, "Oh, my 

God. General de Gaulle won•t go1" 

Eisenhower ea1d, " Well, wnat•o the matter?" 

"W ell, De Gaulle says he• s not going to go in an Amer-

1oan plnno--1 t has to be a Frenoh plane1 11 'l'hoy d1dn• t have 

any Frenoh planes at tha t time. They were all American or 

British planes down there, 

General Eisenhower sa1<1 to General 8m1 th, 11 Bedell, 

get the ~eneral int.he sat• aalle d 1 honneur at the airport, 

Then get a sergeant, give* him some paint, go out and. paint 

) 
Frcnoh 

the Am~r1oan stars oft that plane, and put the &HU» tricolor 

on tho plane." That is exaotly what they did. 

After a reasonabl e length or time to allow the aergeant­

artiat to do his work, they led General de Gaulle to the plane 
, 

and said, ''General , here's your Frenoh plane," 

He said , "Thank you very much, 11 And he went on hla 

Prenoh plane over to Franoe, 

The second ,ta etory 1s ~bout when Eiaenhowe~ oame into 
al-a .{., ·i/;J Uet1J..f:ux., µoY)U +u .. dla:-iw. 

Par1sA.. De Ga~lle had preoede~ h1m, as you remember, an4 had 

l 
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And t hat would be• the Department or State, the Departm nt ot --... 

Detenee 1 the CI/1 1 the Attorney General'& ott1oe and th1nga r·••••!)y 
like t hat, Then the other group la a group that la prlmarUr < __ _ 

~omes t1o -- the Department or Agriculture, where 1t doe• not 

oome 1n to shipment or torelgn,aurplue toods overseas, the 

Depa~ Interior, the Department of Labor, the Poatott1oe, 

and bhine:s like that, 
~ 

Now, 1n the Oomest1o tiold, tl:M.\.t. was rather simple, 
/2?r~ ,L__.,, 

~ ~ rule , wh1oh I ~ng en, ~rom the Presl<!ent, was 
:..--

that 1n these domest ic Departments, once you made a deo1e1on, 

get 1 t out ant! get 1 t out taet1 11nt "i•t .zou woult'J make a very -
bad mistake 1n hol ding it because sooner or later,w1th the 

oomprehenslve pr ess coverage 1n Washington, eomebo~y•a going 

to know 1t1 so get 1t and get 1t out taat. 

But,wken you oome to the eens1t1ve agencies ot the 

government, t h ls 1s another matter ent1rely. In the world we 

11ve 1n, and have been 11v1ng 1n a1noe World War II, there 

are overt and t here are oovert aot1v1t1ea of the Amer1caft 

government -- tor our own proteot1on. I alwaya remember a 

quest1onz t hat President Eisenhower had a.ddreaae~ to h1m one 

time -- I torget what the oooaalonx ••• but it waa d1reote0 

along t h1a line, ffMr, President, oan you tell ua about 

Intell1genoe 1ntormat1on tha he CIA hae gotten on euoh and auoh 

queat1on1n 
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H111 anslfer waa very e1mple, .,Well, lt I tell you about 

lt, 1t 1sn•t Intell1genoe, 1a 1t?" 

Thia la the way you have to work. Where Intelligenoe \ 
I 

1a not a part, where there le a policy deo1s1on that 1a overt 

w1th1n a sens1t1ve Department, aga1n the tirst rule, the same 

rule should apply, get 1t out a■ taat aa you oan, But there 

are many things that you oannot talk about, tor the national 

aeourlty ot the united states; and indeed tor thflbat1onal aeour1ty 

ot our tr1ends and alllea throughoutthe world. Now, alllt many 

ot the newsmen ln Washington understood th1a and agreed with th1a, 

&lllf many times when I would get a question that touched on~~ 

I woul~ just say, 11 Gentlemen, I'm sorry, I cannot answer this 

question. Th1s c.1eale with the security ot the united States,• 

And moat of the tlme the newsmen would realize this too and 

would not ·P~ 
You want to remember one thing.s,.the newsmen in waah1ngton,x 

~ 

the good ones, have many times as muoh ot a working lmowle~ge 

or a Department as the Cabinet ott1oer. They are there tor years, 

year in an~ year out, and they have seen adm1niatrat1ona oome 

and go. A Cabinet ott1oer at the most 1a there tor eight 1ears, 

many times not quite that long. 80 the good newsmen 1n Waeh1ngton 

understand th1a. But 1t 1• d1tt1cult. 

It le alao d1tt1oult ln answering queat1ona on the 
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spur ot the moment, part1o\Jarly when you get ja. thla t1elt1.;(t"o 

remember on the apur ot t he moment, on een•1t1ve areaa, whether 

1t haa been made publlo, whet her 1t l a about to be made publ1o, 

or whether it 1a 1n claad.t1oat1on "tr •••••t" and shoul d not be 

lllMe publ1o. It le tough on a preas secretary, but lt he haa 

any doubts, he oan say , 11 I don•t know, 1•11 oheok. 11 It 111 

muoh more difficult on a Pr esident 1n a press conrerenoe because 

he has all th1a 1nfo:rmatton 1n his head. much more than the 

press secretary hae, and he haa to make that spur ot the moment 

deo1e1on mentally, __ _!t' a a very d1tt1oult thing. But by -
and large I think tt•a a eyetem t hat not only works but ls 

rather wi~ely understood by the good news men and women 1n 

Washington. They realize ae much a s the government people realize 

that there are some things you oannot d1aouaa. But~t•s a very. 

sticky s1tuat1on. ~there's one more tleld that I have talked 
·:::;:.. 

about before, but in this context I think I'd better bring 1t 

up a gain. h"Ven 1n these demeet lo Departments that I'm talking 

about, 1f a polioy ie made t o go ahead and do something, J:!laftY times 

~at a to be made~ you make your determ1nat1on 

• not Just one Department, it: ls three or tour Departmentew and 
~ 

until thep come ba~k their suggestions or thelr 

reoomm~ndat ona, is not an adopted polloy. Now. a rep(ller 
, v,,,.._,,_~, 

may ge Jl!rom a Depa r tment saying, "We•re looking into th1a. this, 

thla and this, .. It he oomea to me or h• oomea to an 1ntormat1on 
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ott1oer,;1 asks you a question.t<that ha• not t1nally been 

det ermlneO, I don•t think it's management or I don't think 1t•e 

holding out the news to just say, .. Look, nothing haa been deo1ded 

finally on th1e Md unt il 1t la, I have no comment. " 

Here again 1s where you get into or aet on a rather 

atioky wicket. Now, I don•t blame the neWlllDall, it he geta a 

traction ot this, lt he so wishes, to write that traot1on, 

provided that he wr1tes it as the traction ot a story and not 

the whole. Again, many newsmen, 1r they run up against this, 

have this fraot1on of a story and get 1t tram a government 

4 eouroe whom they trust that t his haa not t1nally -een deo14ed., 

~ Ill hold 1t lnt11 it's been deolded, although there are other• 

who reel that they have an·~t1on, and I don't quarrel with 

1t, to write that traction. But most of the time, 1t's the 

traotion, the puhlioation ot t he tract ion, that wlll tum out 

wrong, beoause the matter• ha8 not yet been finally deo1ded. 

( Q, Are t _here 1nstancee when a traot1on of a story, wh1oh may 

\ be !h!, ~tory from one Depa r tment, aeot1on ot a Department ... 

r ) are thare times when th1s le deliberately leaked to a reporter? 

( '✓)o "! )fl Hagerty, Oh , sure. Oh , oerta1nly. Thia 1s done tlme and time 

again, etta- I would suspeot it was prol:ably done by the Cabinet 

\ ott1oera i n George waehlngton•a tlret term., J W tt;p;. 
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~ 
There a.re al.ways part1 ana pr any given Department, and manr 

tlme '7, L-.a------
d el 1 berate leak, by somebody 1n a Depatment, 18;<._to try to 

1ntlu no the final deo111on, more in tavor ot that n ·epartment, 

I suppose over the years maybe the Department that d10 this 

th~ most was the Depstment ot O.tense, in the rivalry between the 

Army, the A1r Faroe , tho Mar1ne Oor_ps and the Navy, I don't 

think they did 1t muoh during the eight years President Eisenhower 

was there, beoausfl he knew where every body and every Rouroe 

of 1ntormat1on was 1n the Pentagon and he let ~them know it, 

right at the etnrt ot hie torm. He had worked 1n that Pentagon 
- ---------

system himself, and there was leas or that 1n the Detense 

Department under Eisenhower than there was 1n any Pres1dent 

before h1m or any Pras1dent einoed~~s~,-···•c~·· -~1th the reorgan1za----t1on, as you remember, or the Defense Dopartment. wh~o~ourred 

when Forreatal beo-'!~t~r~~;ary ot Detense·~ 

ohanged U ls a 10£ ~•-~he adm1mls an" the generals ant! the 

major generals. lieutenant general.a, br1gad1ers, oolonels, 

even majors and onpta1ns, realise that at the top ot the1r 

Department is o1v111an authority and not m111tary authority• 

st I thcxe le 1••• , 1 J • 1 t t1u•• But tor many y~ars the 1nternal 

servtoe r1valr1es were nothing but leak after leak atter leak, 
--- ---
deliberately. Th1s still happens wlth1n other 2Departmenta, and -------human nature being what it 111, I don•t see how anybody oan ever 

stop it oompletel1, All you have to do, however, 1a. every now and then 

make darn d sure that 1ntormatlon that 1e given, wh1oh might be 
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Q• What bout prepari ng a man to make those Oeo1a1on1? 

Hagerty, Well , look, Mr . Eisenhower waa the t1nt Prea1dent 1n 

our h11tory that aotually trained the V1oe Prea1dent to beoom• 

a Pr.a.de~ You ~• thffr,! •a/~- ator1 that Mr. Truman haa 1n h1• 
--.::::/~au~ ~ 

memoirs. \Uiilll@r• Truman was nominated with Mr. Rooaevelt on 

the t1oket~and at that time I think the .oamooratio convention• 

wer at1ll in June or Jul~ tram tbe ti.ae ne was uoa1aa,e4 \lflt11 

th t1me Mr . Rooaeveltx died, Mr. Truman , as Vioe Prea1dent1al 

oan.d 1date • as Vice Preeident•elect, as 2e_::~;,r~
1

1d~nt" hl ult• 
L'7)1'-i . • _,J 

saw Mr. Roosevelt eight t1mea. When~ took the oath of ott1ce, 

and he lowered h1s handa, Mr. Forrestal, then Secretary of 

r etense, had to step up to the then President ot the United Stdles 

and say, •• I have to see you, Mr. President,,. Jg,4- th1a waa 1n the 

middle of the war, toward the end or the war, as you m1ght recall. 

He a 1d, •• I have to tell you something, now that you• re 

President." 

'l'hat something he had to tell the Vice President who 
■tmm• atomio 

beoame President was the •ne,mtyhomb. &id Mr, Truman aa Vice 

?ree1d nt didn't know a damed thing about the a~omlo bomb wh11• 

he was Vice Prea1dent, That oan•t happen any more, And Mr, 

R1aen~ower was the man who started to elevate the V1oe Prea14enoy 

ao that it aotually la a training job tor Pre11dent. 
Vloe 

TheA_:rea1dent, under Mr, Eleenhower, beoame not juat the 
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Hagerty, No, 

Q• I••• won~er1ns, again a eena1t1ve matter, 1t you had 

~h1n.g further from a publlo relations atandpolnt on the u-21 

Hagerty, Nothing exoept what I aa1d before, 

Q, On another apeeoh, General E1aenhower•a sort ot tarewell 

epeeoh, , hat do you reoall ot that apeeoh onfhe m111taey //: ~: ... :·.: __ ,,, 

lndustrlal OOllll)loz? -( ~J 
Hagerty I Well, ~c~n::r, the gonee_l~~ started the day he 

became Pres1den throughout h1e •~iht years, l waa pr1vllege0 
Lu~ ~ 

-~J!UF1R 1n private oonversat1ons,(__and I think by now 1t'a :~ / _, , ~. 
~ ~ Cn2u~ 7 ~ •tabl1ahed what those private oonve~eat1ona were~ ~at wez were ;J&...-, 

travellng m..,. times and I was the only atatt ott1oe3 becauae 

where the Pres1~ent was, the preaa wae rsse~ we had many, many, 

oh, hours and hour• over the year•~ alone~ln a plane, 

1n a oar, 1n a hotel eulte, tor breakfast, tor late dlnner, where 

he would ,to~• extent Juet let 1h11 halr down and 1•~ 11sten, 
-J'k_ ~~1::~-pc~ ~ 
' ~aa a rlalng oonoem to ,h1m, ae I ea.,. troa the day 

he became President. It wae about, I would ear, m1dwa1 

th.rough hls second term when he etarted to aq, "Jlm, , I'm golns 
tJ,CJ../ ~'l~ 

to make this speeoh, I'm go1ng to make 1t~he laat~~••oh betore 

I leave ottioe." That epeeoh ••• atra1ght E11enhower, ad 1t wae 

I ~ 
:! , , 
'l 
\. 



r. 

Hage"7 - ~ - -

written, drattea • red ratted, ott and an, t«J6ilt ~ tor~ year 
betore he gave 1t. Maybe the wort1a "dl'8tted" are not qulte 

oorreot, bolt it waa outlined ~1~ and 1n oonveraat1on■, 

- ~• member, " the aotual written dratta 

that o worldna on ant, going over and the fJnal text •• 

delivered on the a1r,var1ed v•11"1 11t\le trom the d1aouss1oru,, 

the private d1eouee1one_.,..that we'd had over tho years. It was 

expanded and spelt out more in c.1tta11, wt 1t was, df· voulO tlli,M 

.!.haft tttts ■aa rea1¼7 th~ et \Mtlns Priaiderit tor llglit (:: ·:: •• \·\ 

1'•••" enc! th1nk1ng ab6ut thta problem. I personall7 believe \:.::_J 

that 1n time, 1n time, 1t oan be one or the most 1.mpatant apeeohea 

that an Amer1oan President hae ner ude, It oertalnly ~onta1ns 

a war1111ns. and 1t oertalnly oontalne a prophesy that lt we C)Ont1nue 
~ 

on the road thl• world ls going, that we're go1ng to be 1n 

serious trouble. 

So I think it ls great epeeohes ,W•·•saln, 

~ =•••••• I oan rooall 
~ 

fa-~~ t~ 
-,n ~ to••• wh1oh acmat1mee vaa-· juat,cth1nk1ng out loud.-:.:-

l een 1emember th1e al.mo••• I won't say trom the Oat he 'Neame 

wa.1oen,, bat wi the tlrst ttme we went away tor any length 

ot t•m• trMS Waahlngton, Where n had tbie alone, A• I aay, 

about two 1ear• before he gave tt, he aa1d he waa going to Mke 

thle ae hle t1na1 speeoh b4,tore he left ottloe. 

Q, How would you oharaoter1ae Preeldent Rlaenhower•• mood •• he 



anr, 
It he haO one alter ego, 11 wa1 h11 brother M1ltonp 

a..-
lDAD)I tlill)c = and I guess an-e Pres1Aent haa to have an 

alter ego • he hoe to have one parson o\ia1do ot his own tam11J-"-' 

I mean his wity or h11 oh1ldren; that he oan oompletoly let 
IJ ~ r '-

h1 e ha1r dotlnJ_anc! talk on , ■11¥ ot the things that are bothering 

him or the problem before hilU or anything els~ and M1lton 

wae that man . Many ti.mos Milton would oome over an(l spend the 

whole n1sht over at the Wh1te House , come over for 41nn•r• and 

they•ti talk through dinner until U, 12 at night. 'l'h1a seemed 

to relax h1m as well, oven though they might be talking about 

very serious and 1mpatant problems. 

Whenever h.e could, •·bt 111, ~i:Jnos he a1a, h» relaxntione 

aboard ah1ps of the Navy lfere tr814endous. Feil' !.1aaa1,oe, who .... e 

'lfe"t d owi. -- when he went down to Bermuda for one of the 

oonterenoas with the British, l aueao it wao NoM1llan, he 

took a cruiser anO ,~steamed ~own olowly, took throe day.a to 

get there .. ~ tor three daya, while he ,,as etudJ1ng daring 
~ 

the mom1ng or afternoon some or the papers Wld eveeyth1na 

preparatory to the meeting, all he did wao relax, The eame 

thing was true 1n the mid~le of h~s ~lev!n ~t1on trlp when 
/46~ 

he went and spent three days on ii• ehips 1n the Mediterranean. 
~ 

The aeme was true when we used '1He cruiser trom the PhU1pp1nea 

to Formosa, overnight. He liked that. 

jlso when he wont and traveled aroun~ the oount1'1, 

he~ seamed to set a great ohan~e ot pace and relaxatlon 


